A MAHARAJA3 S THREAT               0

sole and only representative. No such organization such as
Praja Mandal can be allowed to exist within the State, If you
want to do Congress -work, get out of the State. The Congress
can terrify the British Government, but if it ever tries to interfere
in my State, it will find me a terrible resister. I cannot tolerate
any flag other than my own to be flown within my boundaries.
You stop your Praja Mandal activities, otherwise I shall resort
to such repression that your generations to come will not forget
it. When I see some of my dear subjects drifting away into an-
other fold^ it touches the very core of my heart. I advise you to
get out of the Mandal and stop all kind of agitation; or else, re-
member I am a military man; my talk is blunt and my bullet
straight.'7?

It may be that my letter never reached the Maharaja
Saheb, and that if it had, he would have disputed the
correctness of xny correspondents letter. If any repudia-
tion is received by me, I shall gladly publish it. But I
must say that my correspondent is a responsible person.

Assuroing, then, that the Maharaja did make the re-
marks quoted, it is a serious thing for any Prince, no matter
how powerful he is, to use the threats the Maharaja is re-
ported to have done. With due respect to him, I suggest
that there is too much awakening among the people
throughout India to be suppressed by threats and even
corresponding action. The days of unadulterated autocracy
are gone for ever. It is possible, perhaps by intense
frightfulness, to suppress the rising spirit of the people
for some time. But I am quite sure that it cannot be sup-
pressed for all time.

I have no desire to eliminate the Princes. Friends
have complained to me that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehfu has,
however, made such a statement although the Congress
has enunciated no such policy. I have not had the oppor-
tunity of asking him about the alleged remark. But
assuming that he did make the statement, it can only mean
that some Princes are so acting as to bring about their
own eliminatioQ. It is wrong to judge him by news-
paper reports. His considered opinion is to be gathered
from his statement on behalf of the Standing Committee
of the All-India States People's Conference. Therein
he has even "warned people against hasty action. He is